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PAF Celebrates Ten Years

Press Release, 10th of November 2011

2011 is the 10th year of the Festival of Film Animation PAF, which takes place from the 8th of December to the 11th of December 2011 in Olomouc at a variety of locations around the city; the Art Centre of Palacký University, the Metropol Cinema, Café Tungsram Transit, Gallery “U Mloka”, Vertigo Club, Jazz Tibet Club, vitrína Deniska and others. 
In 2011 the original dramaturgy dealing with other visions and live animation was introduced at many Czech and international festivals. Over one week in May PAF was presented to New York for the first time. 
PAF central themes and key words include: animation, archiving, media archaeology, audio-visual arts, database, design, digital culture, experimental film, intermediality, cinematography, presentations, moving images, remediation and videoart.

PAF edition and production activities are focused on the publication of texts oriented towards moving film and video image issues (in cooperation with Palacký University, Olomouc and FAMU, Prague). Part of the project includes the publication of monograph catalogues dealing with Czech visual arts and audio-visual production. 
The Festival of Film Animation 2011

The tenth year of the festival offers three main topics. 


The Goys and Birls in Animation section shows different versions of classical animated stories and thus tries to reveal the meanings of the drawings while also introducing lesser known films of unjustly neglected female artists. “If there was no Manka, Rumcajs the Robber would probably be a mayor,” says the director of the festival Alexandr Jančík in gender stupor. 
The theme of the Light and Darkness of Live Animation section is devoted to non-traditional animation techniques and focuses on light editing, the animation of luminous objects and the construction of screening premises. “A considerable proportion of darkness, intense flickering, luminous objects and celestial noise will be emphasized. We will bring world-famous luminous projections and musical performances of excellent quality to Olomouc. The work of Anthony McCall, who is currently working on a luminous statue that will be visible from up to 100 km away for the Olympic Games in London, will be installed,” says the PAF dramaturgist Martin Mazanec. 
Three unique audio-visual performances, whose sound apparatus is comparable to that of the biggest rock concerts ever seen in Olomouc, will be a part of this year’s PAF. The master of an intensive wall of sounds, the Canadian performer Tim Hacker, will give a unique concert in the darkness of the Metropol Cinema. The French musician Kangding Ray will give his first concert in the Czech Republic on Saturday at the Jazz Tibet Club. There will also be the world-premiere of Floex’s audio-visual concept of Zorya album.
Within the third programme section PAF Rewind the dramaturgists focus on selected animation techniques. This almost one hundred year old cinematographic form called rotoscopy, by which means Snow white as well as Alois Nebel were created, will become the subject of investigation. The main guest will be the American animator Bob Sabiston, a graduate from the prestigious MIT and the inventor of the Rotoshop programme, who is currently working on tactile animation software for Nintendo and iPads. 
Within the premises of the former Jesuit College Konvikt, the selected artists will present their projects. Konvikt Residents are followed up with a series of other installations that do not aim to create a coherent and thematically unified exhibition. The whole space within Konvikt is called PAF Art and reflects our long-lasting cooperation with particular artists. This year’s residents are Veronika Vlková and Richard Loskot. An absolutely exceptional project arranged especially for PAF will be the transformation of the Corpus Christi Chapel into a giant musical instrument called Archifon, which will be open to the public at certain times during the festival. 
Other Visions will offer two exhibitions

This year the Other Visions section celebrates its fifth anniversary. The curator is the animation historian and visual artist Pavel Ryška. The usual installation of competition videos will be followed by a “retrospective” exhibition and a catalogue focused on events related to moving images in the Czech context. “Besides the traditional catalogue Other Visions 2011, a special anthology Visions Otherwise 2007 – 2011 dealing with Czech audio-visual events of the last eleven years, will be published,” says Jančík.
Old method, new approaches

Together with a complete overview of this year’s festival sections, PAF has also revealed a new visual for 2011. “This year’s PAF visual is in fact an effort to symbolically incorporate all thematic elements of the current year: Other visions, gender animation, live animation of light and darkness, rotoscopy and so on. We will actually use the same procedure as for the last two years. We try to hint at the main topics of a certain year over the individual layers and so this year we chose a visually old-looking central illustration of a man working at a rotoscope. According to us, not many people nowadays can imagine this kind of method,” says Filip Cenek from Fiume Std – a graphic studio without a studio and graphics who is, together with Tereza Sochorová, its author. 
Online accreditation is opened
This year’s online accreditation opened at the beginning of November. The deadline for accreditations purchased at a reduced price is Friday the 2nd of December 2011. After that date it will be possible to buy accreditations on the spot. The prices of various types of entrance fees (4-day, 4-day with discount, 1-day) as well as individual tickets for the audio-visual performances of Tim Hecker, Kangding Ray and Floex can be found on www.pifpaf.cz. 

Other information to be found on festival webpages. 

The Festival of Film Animation is supported by:
The International Visegrad Fund, The Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, The State Fund for the Support and Development of Czech Cinematography, the Statutory City of Olomouc, the Czech-German Fund For The Future, the Olomouc Region, the Foundation for Contemporary Arts Prague, Adobe.
The partners are:
Palacký University in Olomouc, the Philosophical Faculty of Palacký University, mediabaze.cz, Café Tungsram, Gallery “U Mloka”, the Metropol Cinema, Fest Anča, Animation Now!, Kecskemét Animation Film Festival, Profit. 
The main media partners are:
Radio Wave, A2, ArtMap, Rádio_FM 

More information to be found on
www.pifpaf.cz
www.facebook.com/PAFOlomouc and also on Facebook
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